125 Years of Topographic
Mapping




science for a changing world

Mapping at the USGS
A Brief Look at our History

The National Map



Powell on National Mapping

Testimony to Congress on
December 5, 1884

“A Government cannot do
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Henry Gannett — “The Quad Father”

Topographer for the Hayden
Survey

Chief Geographer of the
USGS



http://libraryphoto.cr.usgs.gov/cgi-bin/show_picture.cgi?ID=ID.%20Portraits%20Collection%20%20%2062&SIZE=medium�

Field Crew In the Cascade Mountains of
Washington

. %= “Necessary qualifications
" were sturdy physique and
experience in packing
loads on the back,
familiarity with boats and
with general habits of
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Horse-Drawn Wagon Northwest of
Sacramento, California

“The topographer would drive
over the roads with the
planetable on his lap

and sketch in the contours.
He determined his locations
and distances by counting the
revolutions of a rag tied to the
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A USGS Packtrain While Mapping the
Mount Goddard, California Quadrangle

“Where the terrain had
considerable relief, the
topographer dismounted
and measured distances by
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Original 7.5-minute coverage - contiguous 48 States
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The National Map Vision [

Topographic Mapping
for the 21% Century

" A seamless, continuously Final Report
maintained, nationally consistent — e
set of base geographic data el s £ g o Pz

Mail Stop 511
Eeston, VA 20192
£ - § hitp-/nationalmap usgs.gov

" Developed and maintained

% The National Map



A Challenge — From A River Running West, Donald
Worster

" Dogged in hope, driving
In energy, he remained
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National Map — A Proud Heritage and a Bright
Future

" www.nationalmap.gov
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